
John F. Kennedy Elementary School 

OCTOBER 2019 PTO MINUTES 

  

October 15, 2019 / 7:38 p.m. / Media Center 

Call to order: 1st motion - Jill Stanley, 2nd motion - Rachel Mahajan 

  

ATTENDEES: 

Hong Xin, Claire Donohue, Simin Huda, Steven Ghanny, Mirna Macchiavello, Stacey 
Lamendola, Ryan Matthews, Carley Carpenito, Amanda Kopesky, Rupa Bhattacharya, 
Danielle Peano, Daniella Barros, Paola Ahman, Alice Pereira, Sanjay Meghani, Jill 
Stanley, Stacy Gerstein, Tina Hughes, Rachel Mahajan, Ursula Frau, Maria Colon, 
Dana Sirot, Leif Skogberg, Ana Taylor, Ekta Desai, Chrissie Sternberg, Shimaa 
Darwish, Sheila Aquino, Brenda Aviles, Eleanor Bahoy, Cayte Castrillon, Patricia 
Brown, Bonnie Nordlinger, Lara Mena 

Approval of September 2019 Minutes 

1st motion - Lara Mena, 2nd motion - Daniella Barros  

Treasurer’s Report –Amy Roux 

· Amy Roux asked everyone to review the budget report and asked if there were 
any questions 

· Vote to approve the 2019-2020 budget: 1st motion –Daniella Barros 
2nd motion –Jill Stanley (budget attached) 

·  The Bulldog Limited Edition spirit wear is selling well. There is one more bill that was 
just received that needs to be paid, so the total amount made from Limited Edition will 
be decreased slightly. 

·   KidStuff Coupon books need to be either sent back or bought. There are still a good 
amount not turned in. 



·  Please encourage JFK families to join the PTO and pay the membership due ($7). The 
membership is for the whole year and allows you to get into all the school PTO events. 

· Per the Wayne Council PTO’s and auditors, the PTO cannot fundraise for any specific 
individual or any specific group. Money raised must benefit the school community as a 
whole. We can move the Friends of JFK line budget from Fundraising to Other 
Expense. This way, money raised can still go to help out the JFK families. 

· Miss Myers asked how this will affect the 5th graders events, since the 5th grade class 
is a specific group. Amy said that this will not affect the 5th grade class since their 
activities are considered events. 

·Vote to approve moving Friends of JFK from Fundraising to Other Expense: 
1st motion –Sheila Aquino, 2nd motion –Jill Stanley  

·Amy reminded those that were serving as Committee Chairs to use the Non-Profit Tax 
Exempt form when purchasing items for events. However, it is illegal to use a credit 
card when using the Non-Profit Tax Exempt form. You must pay with either cash and 
get reimbursed by Amy, or request a PTO check from Amy. Cannot be reimbursed for 
the tax portion of your purchase if using a credit card. 

·If a purchase or event is over $250, you must use a PTO check. Please coordinate and 
reach out to Amy to make things run smoothly. For the Holiday Boutique, she is willing 
to meet you at the store if needed to help with payment. 

·By law, you need an itemized receipt in order to be reimbursed. Make sure the store 
you shop at will provide an itemized receipt. Please stay within your budget. 

·If you need start up cash, please let Amy know a few days ahead, so that she has time 
to get the cash for you. 

·When filling out the Check Requisition Form, please list the cash denominations, in 
addition to the total reimbursement total. Please let Amy or Janine know when you 
submit a form, so that they are aware and can reimburse you. Do not leave any money 
or checks in the PTO mailbox. 

 

 

 



Officer’s Report 

 Vice President: Alifya Chenni 

· Welcome, and thank you to all the committee Chairs for helping out. 

· Committee Chairs were given the folders with instructions and information about 
each committee tonight. Please ask Alifya or Amy if you have any questions. 

· Alifya encouraged the new Chairs to have fun with their committee, be creative, 
and make it their own. Can have a friend be a co-chair with you and work on it together. 

· PTO can help create and print flyers for school events or announcements 

· There are still a few open committees that need Chairs: Wayne Alliance Liason, 
Used Book Sale, Sodexo Representative, and Teacher Appreciation Week 

  

President: Janine Josephsen 

· The Browse and Shop (consignment shop) is opened at the new location and 
accepting donations. It is now located on 1502 Hamburg Turnpike, in front of 
Schuyler-Colfax Middle School.  There was a good turn out at the Grand Opening. Last 
year, it raised $40,000 to provide scholarships to students of Wayne Valley and Wayne 
Hills High Schools. 

· The Children Cultural Workshop offers various classes on Saturday mornings. 
Some classes are Yoga, cooking classes, and STEAM classes. October 18 is the 
deadline to register. A complete list of classes are listed on the PTO Facebook page. 

  

Principal’s Report 

· An email was sent out this morning about the Safe Routes for Schools Initiative. 
The Walking School Bus will consist of 2 adults who will walk with the after care 
students to the YMCA. This is a partnership with the YMCA and the Wayne Police to 
promote biking safety, walking safety, and wellness. An assembly will be given at the Y 
to the after care kids of JFK and a workshop will be offered to the JFK community at the 
Y about pedestrian safety. 



· The 2nd graders partnered with the Wayne Valley Fall Sports Captains to help 
promote literacy and the importance of being yourself.  The captains came to JFK and 
read books to the 2nd graders.  This also helps the captains realize that they have a 
greater purpose off the sporting field too.  The students and captains really enjoyed it 
and even signed each other’s autograph books.  Ms. Myers will contact the Winter and 
Spring Sports Captains to continue this program 

· Through the PTO fundraising events, 370 new chairs were provided for the 
auditorium.  The chairs are navy blue and light weight and comfortable. The Art room 
also was able to get Bright Link, which is an update in technology. 

· The Wayne Education Foundation is hosting a gala at the Brownstone on 
November 19th called Denim and Diamonds. The cost per ticket is $75 and all the 
proceeds go towards the Wayne schools. 

·  October 25th is Real Kids Wear Pink Day (Breast cancer awareness) 

 

Teacher Liaison Report 

·   Miss Donohue thanked the PTO for providing the teacher reimbursements of $100 per 
teacher.  She used her stipend to purchase books for the classroom. Other teachers 
purchased books and other materials for learning.  She and all the other teachers are 
looking forward to the upcoming Halloween events. 

  

Committee  Chair Reports: 

Movie Night: Stacy Gerstein said the event was a big success and that next year will 
be her last year chairing it.  She is willing to help the new Chair and show them what to 
do. Dave is willing to help again next year with the sound and tech.  

Rewards Program: Alifya Chenni reminded everyone to sign up for the program at 
participating locations such as Shoprite, Stop and Shop, Office Depot, Office Max, and 
Amazon, and Boslands.  JFK gets a portion of the money from the Rewards Program. 
Office Depot Office Max, and Amazon will give 5% back to JFK. Boslands is owned by a 
JFK family, so it would be mutually beneficial to help them as well.  



 

Box Tops: Alifya Chenni encouraged everyone to send in their Box Tops, worth 10 
cents each.  Please send them in by October 28th.  Last year, we raised $800 through 
this program.  For this year, if JFK raises $1,000, then there will be a special treat for 
the whole school.  Please download the Box Top app, as the program is moving 
towards digital.  Janine shared that she used the app and it was very easy to use; just 
take a pic of your receipt. 

KidStuff Coupon Books: Janine said that even though the deadline ended, you can 
still have your friends and family purchase the books.  Please contact her if you want to 
buy KidStuff Coupon Books.  The goal is to reach $4,000 but we only have raised 
$1,400 so far.  If we don’t reach our goal, then it disrupts the budget negatively.  JFK is 
then limited to how much they can spend on events.  It is $25 per book, and you make 
your money back just by using a few of the coupons in it.  There is a good variety of 
stores included. 

Children’s Cultural Workshop: Alexis Rewick is the Chair.  Thank you Alexis for 
helping out.  

 Food Allergy Precautions and Class Parents: Patricia Brown distributed the folders 
to all the class parents.  The Halloween Party for each class will be held after the 
Halloween Parade.  There is a total of 3 class parties a year.  The parties comprise of 
snacks, a craft, and games.  Please work with the other class parent and teacher. 
There is an allergy information sheet in each of the folders, so please be mindful of the 
allergies when choosing food and drink for the parties. Some students end up bringing 
in their own snacks. Please keep the food in their original package, in case the parents 
or teachers want to check the label for allergens.  Email the parents to help with 
donating food and drinks for the parties.  You can also use Sign Up Genius. The class 
parents are not allowed to collect money for the teacher gift, so please contact other 
parents in the class to collect money, when the time comes.  Money for the 3 class 
parties is $9 per student.  Please contact Patricia Brown for any questions. 

No Goodie Bags allowed because of the food allergies. No candy allowed on 
Valentine’s Day. 

Cayte Castrillon is the Chair for 5th Grade Moving Up Day. The 4th grade class parents 
are asked to be present to help out at the 5th Grade Moving Up Ceremony, since the 
5th grade parents will be attending the ceremony.  



 

School Store:  Rachel Mahajan reported that the store will be open this Friday the 
18th, and will be open during school days from 8:35 to 8:55 am.  Items are between 50 
cents and $3.  The kids really enjoy buying things from there. She can also provide you 
a gift card for the store, as a gift idea. 

Food Allergy Awareness:  Ms. Myers reminded everyone to be aware and mindful of 
the different food allergens that students are allergic to.  She said that reactions for 
some students can be very severe and even life threatening.  Please treat every student 
as you would your own child.  Be cautious during class parties with food and snacks.  If 
you are not sure if something might contain an allergen, ask the nurse or the teacher. 
Please also include nutritious snack in the class parties, as we are trying to model 
wellness for the students.  Home baked goods are not recommended since we have to 
be careful of cross contamination.  Make sure that all food bought in for parties are 
clearly labeled and please wash hands often.  Please also wipe down table top 
surfaces.  There is a Food Allergy information packet in each of the class parent folders. 
Please also be aware of families that do not eat pork (jelly beans and jello contain pork). 
There is a staff inservice every year on food allergies and how to use an EpiPen.  So 
far, there have been no issues or incidents at JFK with food allergies. 

MonsterBall and Trunk or Treat: Patricia Brown announced that MonsterBall and 
Trunk or Treat will be held on Friday, October 25th.  MonsterBall is Grades K-2 from 
5pm to 6:30 pm, Grades 3-5 from 7:30pm to 9:00pm.  Trunk or Treat is for all grades 
between 6:30pm to 7:15pm. Volunteers are needed to help set up at 4:15pm for 
MonsterBall and then volunteers are needed to help set up at 5:30pm for Trunk or 
Treat.  Volunteers are also needed to help students check in during Monsterball and 
help is also needed to help out during Trunk or Treat.  Pizza and snacks and drinks will 
be available for purchase.  Please bring one bag of candy as part of admission to Trunk 
or Treat.  There are 3 trunks so far but more trunks are needed.  Prizes will be given out 
for Scariest Trunk, Most Creative Trunk, and Honorable Mention.  Wristbands will be 
given out for both events.  Please see Patricia Brown to sign up to help out. 

 

Open Discussion: 

-Janine reminded everyone to please check the Lost and Found on a regular basis. 
Tina Hughes is in charge of it and will check the labels for the child’s name.  She will try 



her best to return the lost item to the child.  Please label clothes and items so that she 
can return them to you.  

-Stacy Gerstein announced that Spirit Wear is still available and plenty of sizes are left. 
There are sweatshirts and t-shirts available. 

Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:37 pm:  1st motion –Sheila Aquino, 
2nd motion - Jill Stanley 

Upcoming Events: 

●  10/25: Monster Ball/Trunk or Treat 
● 10/28: BoxTops Due 
● 10/31: Halloween Parade 
● 11/15: TREPS Marketplace 

 

 NEXT MEETING: TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2019 

  

Approved: October______, 2019 

Robin Ng 

  

  

Janine Josephsen 

  

  

  

  

  

 


